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Trial Asked for Officer 0veij Soviet Contacts

By RICHARD HALLORAN W
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Aug. 3 — The com-
manding officer of Second Lieut. Chris-
topher M. Cooke, the Air Force officer
accused of unauthorized contacts with
the Soviet Embassy, has recommended
a general court-martial, Air Force offi-
cers said today.

At the same time, the otf_icers dls-
closed that jurisdiction over the case
had been shifted within the Air Force
from the Strategic Air Command to the
Military Airlift Command in an effort to

_which the officer's attorneys contend

insure a fair trial for Lieutenant Cooke.

i

NEW YORK TIMES
L AUGUST 1981

! Declassmed in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/29 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000402700068-8

STAT

}

Senijor officers in the command initiatéd
and pursued the investigation, bringing
charges from Lieutenant Cooke’s attor-
ney that they had abused their author-
ity.

Meanwhlle. the issue of immunity,

was promised him by Air Force investi-
gators early in the inquiry, was still un-
resolved. The Air Force is to present its

case against ting immunity before
the Court of Military Appeals here by
Thursday.

Lieutenant Cooke, who was the deputy
commander of the crew of a Titan 2 in-
tercontinental ballistic missile at Mc-
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, But Secretary of D;fm Caspur W

.| he was taken into custody by Air Force

Connell Air Force Base near Wichita,
Kan., has been accused of 13 unauthor-
ized contacts with the Soviet Embassy
from December 1980 to May 1981, when

investigators, .

Lieutenant Cooke and his attorneys,
Capt. Francis W. Pedrotty of the Air
Force and F. Lee Bailey, have main-
tained that their client was promised
immunity from prosecution in return for
full cooperation with the authorities.

The lawyers have asked the Court of }
Military Appeals to dismiss the case on
‘the ground that he has ¢ooperated with
‘the investigators, Including taking a lie
'detectortest,

Officersinvolved in the early mga of
the case had said the Air Force was
most interested in the ex.
tent of any information Lieutenant
Cooke might have-passed to the Soviet:'
Embassy so that security otthemmiles
couldberestored. ...

: Weinberger and the commander of the-
Strategxc Air Command, Gen. Richard
+ Ellis, were both said to have been ang-.
. ered by Lieutenant Cooke’s actions and
'tobedetemined that he be put on trial.

Lieutenant Cooke’s commanding offi-
cer, Col. Charles Belit, signed the court-
martial rewmmendation late last weel,
Air Force officers said. The recommen- j
dation did not specify the charges;:
which are left to the convenung autmrlty
of the court, theofficers said. . .2 .

The Dep.mnemfof Justice, weordlng
'to a spokesman there, is also con
'its investigation into possible violaums
of Federal espionage laws.’ - ’

TheMrFom.theofﬁmsaid has A

completed the.equivalent of a grand
'jury proceeding - against.. Lieutenant
Cooke. It was from that meedingthat
Colonel Beit drew his recommendation:
for a court-martial, .the officers said.4
But legal officers in ‘the: -Military Airlifs]
Command must review that proceeding |
before deciding whether}to aceept the
recommendation.’ * i At

A spokesman" for* the Stntegic Mr
Command, with*, ers: in
Omaha, said'that h!s command’ had?
asked for a change of venue in an effort’
to avoid the appearance of unfatr pro--

‘and ordered the Military Airlift Com-
mand, with headquarters at Scott Air
Fomnmln lmnois totakejurlsdio
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